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A crow was sitting on a tree , doing nothing all day. 
A rabbit asked him, “ Can  I also sit like you and do 
nothing all day long ? “” The crow answered: “” 
Sure, why not .”” So, the rabbit sat on the ground 
below the crow, and rested. 

A fox jumped on the rabbit and ate it. 

Moral of the story: To be sitting and doing nothing, 
you must be sitting very high up. 
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A judge was interviewing a woman regarding her pend-

ing divorce, and asked, "What are the grounds for your 

divorce?"  

She replied, "About four acres and a nice little home in 

the middle of the property with a stream running by."  

"No," he said, "I mean what is the foundation of this 

case?"  

"It is made of concrete, brick and mortar," she responded.  

"I mean," he continued, "What are your relations like?"  

"I have an aunt and uncle living here in town, and so do 

my husband's parents."  

He said, "Do you have a real grudge?"  

"No," she replied, "We have a two-car carport and have 

never really needed one."  

"Please," he tried again, "is there any infidelity in your 

marriage?"  

"Yes, both my son and daughter have stereo sets. We 

don't necessarily like the music, but the answer to your 

questions is yes."  

"Ma'am, does your husband ever beat you up?"  

"Yes," she responded, "about twice a week he gets up 

earlier than I do."  

Finally, in frustration, the judge asked, "Lady, why do 

you want a divorce?"  
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Newton plays Hide n Seek  

Once all the scientists die and go to heaven. They 
decide to play hide-n-seek 
 
Unfortunately Einstein is the one who has the 
den......... ..He is supposed to count upto 
100...and then start searching... .. 
 
Everyone starts hiding except Newton......  
 
Newton just draws a square of 1 meter and 
stands in it right in front of Einstein. 
 
Einstein's counting 1,2,3......97, 98,99.... .100..... 
... He opens his eyes and finds Newton standing 
in front....... . 
 
Einstein says "newton's out..newton' s out....." 
 
Newton denies and says "I am not out........I am 
not Newton...... " 
 
All the scientists come out to see how he proves 
that he is not Newton. 
 
Newton says "I am standing in a square of area 
1m squared..... 
 
That makes me Newton per meter squared..... 
.since one Newton per meter squared is one Pas-
cal, I'm Pascal, Therefore Pascal is OUT.......!  

HOPE, TRUST, CONFIDENCE 
 

1 Day all villagers decided to pray for rain. 
On the day of prayer all people gathered & only one boy  

come with umbrella. 
THATS CONFIDENCE. 

TRUST: 
Trust should be like feeling of a 1 year old baby, when 

you throw him in tha air, he laughs.... Because he know 
you will catch him... 

HOPE: 
Every night we go to bed, have no assurance to get up 
alive in the next morning. But still we have many plans 

for coming day... 
 

KEEP CONFIDENCE, TRUST IN GOD AND NEVER 
LOSE HOPE...����
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5 important lessons to learn from 

a humble pencil.  
 

1. It tells you that everything you do    

   will always  leave a Mark 

2. You can always correct the mistake   

    you  make .. 

3. The important thing in life is what  

    you are from   inside and    not from  

    out side . 

4. In life you will undergo painful  

   sharpening    which will   make you  

   better in    whatever     you do .. 

5. Finally, to be the best you can be, you  

    must allow yourself to be held and  

    guided by the hand that holds you. 

        Smile  

Smile is the Lighting system of a Face, 

Cooling system of Heart, 

Boosting system of Mind.. 

So keep smiling always!! 

Locus of control  
Locus means location as in place. Locus of control is con-
cerned with where you tend to assign causation for the 
events in your life. It is how and where you assign blame 
for your difficulties and credit for you accomplishments. 
Our locus of control can be internal or external. Let us do 
the following exercise to have some insight .  

Determine your answer to each question on the basis of 
what you personally now believe, either yes or no and 
place it in the column of the right.  

¨ Score 2 points for a correct  answer  & one point for an  

incorrect answer add up the total Determine your personal 
locus of control from the box below  

Total     L.C     Correct answers  

15-16  High internal   1 yes  

13-14  Low internal   2 no 

10-12  Low external         3 yes 

8-9   High external   4 no  

     5 yes 

     6 no 

     7 no 

     8 no 

 

N.o� Do you believe� yes� No� score�

1� You succeed in life largely as 
a result of your own efforts�

 �  �  �

2� Making a lot of money is 
mainly a matter of luck�

 �  �  �

3� By  your words and actions, 
you can influence others in 
positive & predictable ways�

 �  �  �

4� It is who you know, not what  
you know, that gets you ahead�

 �  � � �

5� Getting along with others is a 
skill you can learn�

 �  � � �

6� If you haven't "made it" by 
age 40, you never  will�

 �  � � �

7� If people had helped you 
more, you would be further 
ahead in life�

 �  � � �

8� It is your past that is holding 
you back from being success-
ful today�

 �  � � �

0(�'�������,�����

� �
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Southern Nations Nationalities and People’s Re-

gional State (SNNPRS) is one of the  nine 

regional states of the country. It is located within 

4o 27' – 8o 30' North latitude and 34o 21' 39o 11' 

East longitude. The two neighboring countries  

are Sudan in the South West and Kenya in the 

South. The other North East part is  bordering 

with  Oromia regional state. 

 The total area of the region is 110931 Km2 which 

is 10%   of the countriy total area. Its total popu-

lation is about 15,760,743, which makes the re-

gion 3rd in rank compared to other regonal states  

of the country. 

For the administration purpose,  the region is di-

vided into 13 zones which comprises a total of 

126 Woredas, 8 special Woredas and 22 reform 

towns. 

Topography , Rain Fall and Temperature 

SNNPRS topography ranges from 376 meters to 

4207 meters above sea levels. The highest peak is 

mount Guge in Gamogofa zone and the lowest 

one is located around Lake Roudolf in Southern 

Omo zone. The rainfall and the temperature of 

the region are on average from 400—2000 mm 

and 100c-300c, respectively. 

The Land Usage &coverage 

The cultivated area of the region is about 31.8 % 

from  its  total  area  out  of  which  23 %  

 is intensively cultivated  and 8.8 %  is moder-

ately cultivated. 

About 10.98 % of the region is covered with 

miscellaneous forest types, 15.6% is covered 

with grassland 19 %  is covered with shrubs, 16 

%  is with woodland and the remaining  balance 

is covered with wetlands and lakes.��

Infrastructure 

Road Network and Air Transport .  

The highway from Addis Ababa to Kenya 

crosses Hawassa city which is the capital of the 

region. There is also, another international road 

under construction  from Addis Ababa to South 

Africa which crosses the region through Hos-

sana, Wolayta and South Omo. Regarading the 

air transport, currently there is one international 

�������� ��� ��	�
���
� ����� �� �
���� ��� �
���� ����

five strips in Jinka, Sodo, Aman, Jima and Tepi 

and each of these air strips can serve air 

transport at least twice a week. 

Education and Health 

There are lots of educational institutions at dif-

ferent levels which were established by govern-

ment and private investors. There are 500 kin-

dergartens, 4227 primary schools and 177 sec-

ondary schools which are owned by the govern-

ment, and private owned educational  

By Tsegaye Zeleke 
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institutions include 500 kindergartens 307 pri-

mary & 17 secondary schools. Thus the total 

coverage of primary schools in the region is 101 

%. With regarding to  higher educational institu-

tions, there are 93 technical and vocational train-

ing schools, 5 colleges & 5 universities. 

The health institutions in the region are  in a 

good status, which include 22 hospitals, 4 health 

science colleges, 379 health centers and 3296 

health posts . These health services give the re-

gion  93% health coverage. 

Communication, Financial and Power 

Supply 

The region has well-developed communication 

accesses which have a standard from pay station 

to digital. There are 2  district post offices, 17 

post offices, 15 higher post agent stations and 

111 medium post agent stations  in different 

parts  of the region.  

There are financial institutions in different town 

of the region which are government or private 

banks and insurance companies. Similarly, the 

power supply of the region has shown valuable 

progress. Almost 294 towns & rural Kebeles 

have benefited from electric services delivered 

by inter connected  system and diesel generator 

supplied by  Ethiopian Electric Power Corpora-

tion. 

Resource Potentials and  Investment Op-

portunities in SNNPRS 

Agriculture 

 The back bone economic sector of the country as 

well as the region is agriculture. It accounts  for 

more than 90 % of the total employment and  

contributes more than 73 % of regional GDP. The 

region has  wide range of climatic conditions and 

resource bases which support several farming sys-

tems. As a result cereals, fiber crops ,oil seeds, 

fruits, vegetables, legumes, beverage crops (tea 

and coffee), spices, industrial crops like cotton are 

widely grown in the region. 

Livestock Potentials 

The region is known in livestock potentials. Ac-

cording  to the regional statistical abstract,  there 

are 11.3 million cattle,3.62 million sheep,3.93 

million goatsä  7.81 million poultry,  0.82 million 

horses and 0.88 million donkeys. 

Livestock�
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Industry and Agro-processing opportunities 

As the region has plenty of resource potentials 

for the inputs of industries and agro processing 

projects. There is,  a good opportunity for in-

dustry development. The Regional Trade and 

Industry Bureau by the support of IPS prepared 

700 industry project ideas, out of which 300 

project profiles are ready for  investors to en-

gage in the sector.  

 

Tourism 

The region is reach in tourist attraction sites. 

Generally, they are classified as natural and his-

torical sites and cultural scene. These include 

gorges, hot spring, caves, volcanic area, birds, 

wild life, falls, parks, traditional dances, cultur-

al articles, jungles, plains & savannas and so 

on.      

 

Energy and mining Potentials 

There is a great electric power potential in the 

region. Omo River only has a power  to produce 

36,560 mega watt. The other small rivers in gen-

eral have the potential of about 111.5 mega watt 

electric power. In the case of mining, the region 

is gifted with precious minerals such as gold, 

coal, red and white stone, black sand granite, ig-

niteä carbonic shell, lime stone, diatomite and 

others. 

Incentives Granted at the Regional Level 

To encourage investment in the region there are 

so many incentives that are granted to investors 

who are engaged in different investment projects. 

¨ Tax  holidays for some  types of development 

projects  

¨ Priority given to some selected projects in 

varies sectors , such as :-  

�����
�������
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Overview of Investment Activities in the 

SNNPRS 

SNNPR is one of the nine regional states in Ethiopia 
which is endowed with the untapped natural re-
sources, various investment opportunities, suitable 
agro–ecology, welcoming attitude of the regional 
government and the societies in general for peaceable 
foreigners and foreign direct investment. The fertile 
investment environment of the region is attracting do-
mestic & foreign investors at increasing rate.  

In the past 18 years, to mean from 1993-2010, the 
number of projects and registered capitals are 5533 
and 57.7 billions, respectively, and plan to create em-
ployment opportunities for 1.2 millions skill and un-
skilled manpower when they operate at full capaci-
ties. Regarding to sectorial distributions , out of the 
total projects 1399 are engaged in agriculture, 954 in 
industry , 376 in agro industry ,866 in service  render-
ing, 527  in social service, 89 in construction, 332 in 
real estate and  29 projects are engaged in other dif-
ferent investment sectors .  

From the total investment projects, 5085 are owned 
by domestic private investors, 273 by foreigners, 164 
projects are F.D.I. and joint ventures & the rest 11 are 
government owned projects.  

Even though a large number of investment projects 
are registered to invest in the region, the investment 
potentials & opportunities of the region is not yet ex-
ploited. So the regional government has prepared 527 
hectare urban and 296851.57 hectare rural land & 
other facilities to say welcome for more and more in-
vestors with their investments.  

¨ Manufacture of finished leather prod-

ucts, 

¨ Garment and readymade textile prod-

ucts, manufacture of woolen clothes,  

¨ Manufacture of agricultural and forestry 

machinery, 

¨ Manufacture of fertilizer and other ag-

rochemicals, 

¨ Manufacture of paper and different pa-

per products, 

¨ Manufacture of pharmaceuticals, medi-

cal, chemicals, surgical equipments, 

Similarly, health institutions like health 

centers, first and second level hospitals  

and educational institutions like technical 

and vocational training schools, colleges 

and universities, welfare organizations and 

star hotels are covered  under these incen-

tives opportunities. 
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Unscathed Investment Sector 
After the fall of Derge regime it is custom to listen 
foreign direct and domestic investment news in our 
day to day life. The amount of capital registered and 
the job opportunities created as a result of foreign 
and domestic investment in the last eighty years is 
much higher. Southern Nations and Nationalities 
Regional State has also taste the fruit of the invest-
ment in its region. The pulling factors for investment 
in a given country are conducive investment poli-
cies, encouraging custom policies, stable macro eco-
nomic situation, purchasing power of citizens, ac-
cess to skilled labor, strong transport infrastructures, 
internal security and stability, availability of finan-
cial institutions and insurance corporations, availa-
bility of loans and government schemes in availing 
loan, land policies, strong property rights and guar-
antee and efficient service delivery and others are 
the pulling factors for investment in a given country. 

In our region billion birrs have been invested by for-
eign and domestic investors. Agriculture, service, 
and industry are the main investment sectors. Even 
though, the service sector is the leading sector of the 
investment particularly in urban areas other sectors 
of investment are boosting hand in hand with the 
service sector. 

To become competent in international market beside 
price and quality of a product and service delivery 
time is one of the fundamental criteria. The delivery 
time mainly depends on the efficient transport and 
logistics system of a given country.  Even though, 
the delivery time depends on the internal production 
lay out and efficiency of the firm, efficiency of the 
transport sector is the fundamental one. 

The transition countries like China have given due em-
phasis for the transport sector in relation to export and 
import   

import commodities. This effort makes China one of the 
most competent importer and exporter in global market. 
The current investment trend in our region may soon re-
quire efficient, affordable and safe demand responsive 

transport system.   

The registered capital investment in transport sector in our 
region is negligible one. Both freight and passenger 
transport services are mainly provided by medium and 

small size vehicles owned by individual operators. The 
operators are organized under the umbrella of quasi auton-
omous associations. This type of organization has ineffi-
ciency in transporting industry inputs, agricultural and 
industry products and labor. If the private sector keeps 
back its hand in investing in the transport sector the whole 

economic and social development may become stagnant 
and it impound the whole economic system  

Investment on transport is one of the feasible sectors in 
south region. The region shares its border with Oromiya 
and Gambella regional states. Including south region, vast 
agricultural farms are found in these two regions. These 
farms produce millions of tons and to transport these prod-
ucts heavy trucks are needed. But currently the heavy 

trucks as well as mass public transport provider companies 
in south region are rare. Due to this, products of the region 
may not reach to central and international market on time. 
The presence of medium and large industrial firms as well 
as agricultural firms and lack of mass public transport and 
large truck companies in the region are signs of increasing 
demand  for the investment in transport sector.  

 In order to boost and keep the rate of investment in the 

coming five years the Investment expansion process of the 
region together with stake holders and collaborators 
should work more on the transport sector. Mass produc-
tion is the outcome of mass movement of labors this intern 
the result of mass transport service providers in the sector. 
So, transport and economic development are the two faces 

of a coin. 

By Melaku Hawaz, e-mail- yeam-
ela@yahoo.com 
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